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Welcome! 

This Duquesne Alumni Recruitment Team (DART) Factbook is a reference tool for 

you to use in representing the University to prospective students.   

Inside, you will find information on Duquesne’s application and admission 

requirements, schools, campus life, study abroad opportunities, and much more.  It 

is our hope that you will be able to utilize this guide to become informed about the 

current goings-on at Duquesne in preparation for volunteering at a college fair or 

other admission event. 

Your service to Duquesne as a DART volunteer is greatly appreciated.  Through 

your efforts, we are able to share the Duquesne experience with a much larger group 

of students.  Prospective students always comment about the wonderful interactions 

they have had with DART volunteers, and for that, we thank you. 

In closing, we hope that you use this book as a resource throughout your tenure as a 

DART volunteer.  Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 

 

Darlene Paolicelli     Sharen Fish 

Associate Director of Admissions  Alumni Relations 

Duquesne University    Office Assistant 

paolicelli@duq.edu     Duquesne University 

       fishs@duq.edu 
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College Fairs 

A college fair (or college night) is a program in which colleges and universities (and 

sometimes other institutions of postsecondary learning) are grouped together, usually 

in a high school gymnasium, allowing students to obtain information and literature 

about many schools in a short period of time.  

 

High schools (or groups of high schools) host college fairs, but other sponsors may 

include local organizations and community colleges. College fairs run from two to 

three hours and are typically held in the early evening, but may be scheduled during 

the day or weekend. 

Preparing for the Fair 

Before attending a fair, review this factbook to refresh your memory regarding facts, 

figures, and application requirements.  Also, check the Duquesne University website 

at http://www.duq.edu to obtain current information about campus happenings. 

Also, make sure you dress for the fair in a professional manner, with comfortable 

shoes.  For some students, you may be the only representative of Duquesne they 

meet face-to-face, so first impressions are key. 

Materials 

As many students will be visiting the Duquesne table during the fair, please make 

sure that you have enough materials on hand (brochures, viewbooks, inquiry cards, 

etc.).  If you need additional materials, please contact Darlene Paolicelli at 412-396-

6206 or by e-mail at paolicelli@duq.edu prior to the fair date.   

Arriving at the Fair 

Please arrive to the fair at least thirty minutes early.  You will most likely check-in 

with a member of the school or organization’s staff who will provide you with the 

location of your table and any other necessary information. Upon finding your table, 

arrange the Duquesne materials neatly, and display the inquiry cards (which students 

fill out to join Duquesne’s mailing list) prominently. 

http://www.duq.edu/
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College Fairs (cont’d.) 

During the Fair 

Admission offices and high school counselors around the country follow the 

National Association for College Admission Counseling’s (NACAC) Principles of 

Best Practice.  Some of these principles include: 

 Stay for the duration of the fair.  Please ensure you arrive at least thirty 

minutes before the fair and stay until the end.  

 Be courteous to other college and university representatives. Do not speak 

negatively about another institution’s programs or campus. 

 Distribute only educational and informational materials about Duquesne.  

Giveaways, raffles, and drawings are prohibited. 

 Do not misrepresent Duquesne.  If you do not know the answer to a question, 

direct the student to contact the Office of Undergraduate Admission. 

 Remain at the table for the duration of the fair.  Do not leave your table 

unattended, and do not leave brochures or literature in other areas of the 

school. 

Encourage every student who visits the Duquesne table to fill out an inquiry card to 

join our mailing list.  If you meet students who have not yet visited campus, 

recommend they schedule an appointment to do so.  

After the Fair 

When the fair is over, pack up your table display and thank the school or 

organization staff members who assisted you.  Place any completed inquiry cards in 

the mail as soon as possible – no postage is required.  Ensure that the cards are 

“coded” CF on the top of the card.  If you’d like, our office can code the cards for 

you after the fair – just bundle them together, attach a note saying who and where 

the cards are from (i.e. Bob Smith, Pittsburgh College Fair), drop them in an 

envelope, mail them (postage would be required in this case), and we’ll do the rest. 
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Quick Facts 

 Duquesne was founded on October 1, 1878 by the Rev. Joseph Strub and the 

Congregation of the Holy Ghost (the Spiritans). 

 Duquesne University enrolls a total of 10,230 students – 5,811 of them are 

undergraduates, 3,732 are graduate students, and 687 are law students. 

 The student to faculty ratio at Duquesne is 14:1.  Duquesne has 463 full-time 

faculty members, and 483 part-time faculty members. 

 The student body is made up of about 58% females and 42% males. 

 The student retention rate is 90%, which exceeds national standards. 

 Duquesne’s main campus is comprised of 31 buildings that are spread out 

around 49 acres. 

 Duquesne has 10 schools where students can study. Within those schools, 

you can find 100 undergraduate programs, 66 graduate and professional 

degree programs, and 22 doctorate degree programs. 

 The University offers 6 men’s and 10 women’s varsity sports.  Duquesne plays 

in Division I of the NCAA. 

 U.S. News & World Report ranked Duquesne as a first-tier national university 

– 120th out of 1,400 schools. 

 Duquesne has been ranked as one of the most environmentally responsible 

colleges, according to The Princeton Review. 

 Duquesne boasts 80,000 alumni across the globe. 

 Duquesne is one of the top 10 nationally ranked universities in Pennsylvania 

and among the top 12 Catholic universities in the nation. 
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Admission Requirements 

Oftentimes, students at a college fair will ask you about the specific test scores and 

grades they will need to gain acceptance into Duquesne.  While there is no specific 

formula to assure admission, many of our schools/departments maintain minimum 

requirements for entry into their programs.  

Schools of Liberal Arts, Business, Education, and Music 

 3.0 grade point average (GPA) 

 1000 SAT score (Math and Critical Reading only, Duquesne does not review 

the Writing section) or 22 ACT score 

School of Natural and Environmental Science 

 3.0 GPA 

 1050 SAT score (Math and Critical Reading only, Duquesne does not review 

the Writing section) or 23 ACT score 

 Students must take math and science courses during their senior year 

Physical Therapy Program 

 3.5 GPA 

 1100 SAT score (Math and Critical Reading only, Duquesne does not review 

the Writing section) or 24 ACT score  

o Higher scores are recommended, as admission to this program is highly 

competitive. Only 45 seats are available for the approximately 400 

students who apply. 
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Admission Requirements (cont’d.) 

Physician Assistant Program 

 3.5 GPA 

 1100 SAT score (Math and Critical Reading only, Duquesne does not review 

the Writing section) or 24 ACT score 

o Higher scores are recommended, as admission to this program is highly 

competitive. Only 45 seats are available for the approximately 400 

students who apply. 

School of Pharmacy 

 3.5 GPA 

 1100 SAT score (Math and Critical Reading only, Duquesne does not review 

the Writing section) or 24 ACT score 

 Students must take math and science courses during their senior year 

School of Nursing 

 3.0 GPA 

 1030 SAT score (Math and Critical Reading only, Duquesne does not review 

the Writing section) or 22 ACT score 

 

Many students will often ask for the “average” test scores and GPA for the incoming 

class.  The average test scores and GPA for the class that entered in the fall of 2011 

is listed below.  It is important to note that many students score above or below these 

averages.   

Average GPA: 3.63 

Average SAT score: 1129 (Math and Critical Reading only, Duquesne does not 

review the Writing section) 

Average ACT score: 25 
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Application Requirements 

All Duquesne applicants must submit the following items: 

 Completed, signed, and dated Duquesne University Application for 

Undergraduate Admission 

o This form can be submitted by paper or online 

 $50 application fee (waived if we receive the application before December 15) 

 All official secondary school transcripts and post-secondary school transcripts, 

if applicable.  Transcripts marked “issued to student” are not official.  All high 

school students who apply by December 1 should request that their current 

senior-year grades and coursework be included on their official transcripts. 

 All official SAT and/or ACT scores sent directly from the testing board or as 

part of the official high school transcript 

 One recommendation from an academic source 

 Personal essay 

 Application for Financial Aid (U.S. students ONLY) 

For Music applicants: 

 An audition consisting of performance, music theory, and musicianship is 

required.  Special requirements for the Post-baccalaureate Music 

Education/Music Therapy Certification programs apply.  For additional 

information regarding the audition process, please visit the Music school 

website at www.duq.edu/music, or contact the Mary Pappert School of Music 

directly at 412-396-5064 or at musicadmissions@duq.edu.  Auditions occur 

between the months of October and March.  International applicants who 

cannot audition in person must submit a 15-minute video audition (DVD or 

YouTube link) demonstrating their performance abilities. 

For Physical Therapy Freshmen: 

 Documentation of a minimum of 40 hours of volunteer, paid, or shadowing 

experience in a physical therapy setting is required for accepted students by 

August 1, 2012.  Applicants are not required to submit shadowing hours, but 

are strongly encouraged to do so. 

http://www.duq.edu/music
mailto:musicadmissions@duq.edu
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Application Requirements (cont’d.) 

For Transfer applicants: 

 All transfer students must also complete the Duquesne University Transfer 

Form, found at www.duq.edu/admissions. 

 For Health Sciences – Please refer to the John G. Rangos, Jr. School of 

Health Sciences website, www.duq.edu/health-sciences, or phone, 412-396-

6652, for additional requirements. 

 For Nursing – Please refer to the School of Nursing website, 

www.duq.edu/nursing, for additional requirements. 

 For Pharmacy – Seats to which students may transfer into our Doctor of 

Pharmacy program are very limited.  Please refer to the School of Pharmacy 

website, www.duq.edu/pharmacy/pharmd/transfer.cfm, for information 

regarding transfer opportunities. 

For Second Degree applicants: 

 For Nursing – Please refer to the School of Nursing websites, 

www.duq.edu/nursing, for additional requirements. 

 For Pharmacy – If you have, or will earn, an undergraduate degree by the end 

of the current academic year, you may be interested in our Pharm D weekend 

program.  More information can be found at www.duq.edu/pharmacy.  

For Early Admission Applicants: 

 Exceptional students who wish to enter college prior to high school graduation 

may apply for Early Admission.  The student’s first year of college is applied 

toward the completion of their high school diploma with prior agreement 

from their school.  Early admission applicants must have a cumulative GPA of 

3.5 and a minimum SAT score of 1200 (Critical Reading and Math) or an 

ACT score of 26.  An interview with an admissions counselor, a personal 

essay, and written permission from the applicant’s high school principal are 

also required.  Students must apply by July 1 following their junior year of 

high school. 

 

http://www.duq.edu/admissions
http://www.duq.edu/health-sciences
http://www.duq.edu/nursing
http://www.duq.edu/pharmacy/pharmd/transfer.cfm
http://www.duq.edu/nursing
http://www.duq.edu/pharmacy
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Tuition, Fees, and Scholarships 

Student tuition to Duquesne University varies based on the program he or she is 

enrolled in. 

Tuition and fees for the 2011-2012 academic year are listed below. 

Undergraduate Programs 
Two 
Semesters 

Liberal Arts, Education, Business, Health Management Systems, Natural & 

Environmental Sciences, Nursing, and Spiritan Division 
$28,671 

Health Sciences $33,044 

Music $34,984 

Pre-Pharmacy (years 1-2) $33,044 

Pharm D (years 3-6) $40,259 

All students – including those using tuition remission and online students – are 

charged a University Fee. This fee supports the general overall operations of the 

University, including technology hardware, software, and support costs. For the 

2011-2012 academic year, this fee is $2,258 per year. 

Additional fees are charged to students based on their enrollment in certain 

programs.  More information can be found at http://www.duq.edu/student-

accounts/tuition/fees.cfm.  

All students who apply to Duquesne University are evaluated for merit scholarships.  

Admission counselors base the award decision on a student’s high school GPA and 

SAT/ACT scores.  The specific scores needed and value of the award varies by 

program of entry.  Students are notified of scholarship receipt within their 

acceptance letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.duq.edu/student-accounts/tuition/fees.cfm
http://www.duq.edu/student-accounts/tuition/fees.cfm
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Housing and Dining 

Students at Duquesne live in safety and comfort in our Living Learning Centers. 

Freshmen have four housing options, most with three rates: triple, double, or single. 

Sophomores can also choose housing in Vickroy Hall.  Juniors and seniors may rent 

an apartment in Brottier Hall.  These apartments are rented for 12 months, rather 

than an academic year, and vary in cost depending on size. 

Room and Board (meals) per Academic Year (fall and spring combined), 2011-2012 

$9,806 double room 

$12,396 single room 

Student meal plans consist of either 10 meals and flex, 14 meals and flex, or 19 

meals, and flex.  Flex is virtual cash that students can use at various eateries on 

campus in place of a meal.  Flex transfers from semester to semester, but not from 

year to year.  Similarly, meals do not transfer from week to week.  Students are 

limited to a maximum of three meals a day – breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
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Housing and Dining (cont’d.) 

Descriptions of each Living Learning Center can be found below: 

Assumption Hall 

Assumption Hall houses approximately 300 students who are at various levels in 

their academic studies from freshmen to senior students.  Men and women are 

separated by floors.  Assumption Hall is home to residents who are a part of the 

University’s Honors College. The staff here works closely with the staff in the 

Honors College to integrate students’ learning inside and outside the classroom. 

Assumption has a small fitness room, a 24-hour computer lab, and a laundry facility 

on the Ground floor. 

Brottier Hall 

Brottier Hall is a 20-story apartment building that offers studio, 1-bedroom, and 2-

bedroom apartments to students at the junior level and above. Both furnished and 

unfurnished apartments are available.  Brottier Hall housing agreements are for 12 

months, rather than the academic year. 

Each apartment is equipped with a full kitchen including refrigerator, electric stove, 

and microwave. All apartments have a private bath which includes a bathtub and 

shower combination. Two bedroom apartments include their own dishwasher and a 

second bathroom. 

Duquesne Towers 

As the largest of our Living Learning Centers, Duquesne Towers (commonly 

referred to as the Towers) is home to nearly 1,200 students at all academic levels. 

Towers is home to our fraternities and sororities, as well as “Group Housing,” in 

which students choose to live together with others who share a common interest. 

There are a variety of lounges throughout the building, as well as a large laundry 

facility on the top floor. Inside the Towers you will find the Hogan Dining Center, 

Student Mail Center, Spiritan Campus Ministry Center, and the swimming pool. 
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Housing and Dining (cont’d.) 

St. Ann Hall 

St. Ann is home to 600 freshmen in double, triple and quad rooms.  Men reside in 

the East wing of St. Ann, and women reside in the West wing; the two wings are 

connected by a common lobby.  St. Ann is home to five of the Learning 

Communities for students in the McAnulty College of Liberal Arts. Laundry 

facilities are provided in each wing of the building. 

Vickroy Hall 

Vickroy Hall is home to approximately 300 students at the sophomore level and 

above. Vickroy affords students the opportunity to share a suite with friends. A suite 

consists of two rooms (either double rooms or triple rooms) connected by a private 

bathroom.  Vickroy Hall has laundry facilities on each floor, a multi-purpose room 

that is available for study groups, and a small fitness room. 

des Places Hall 

Our new des Places residence hall is being constructed on the Stevenson Street edge 

of campus, on budget, and on schedule for a fall 2012 opening.  It will house 430 

upperclass students in modern suite arrangements.  

Important Information About Living on Campus 

 Freshmen and sophomores must live on campus, unless they are living with 

an adult relative, and have guaranteed housing for two years. 

 Freshman resident students cannot have a car on campus. 

 91% of freshman and sophomore students live on campus.  After sophomore 

year, students choosing to live on campus enter a lottery for room selection. 

 4-year campus living is not guaranteed, but is generally not an issue, as some 

juniors and seniors take advantage of living off-campus in the city of 

Pittsburgh. 

 All rooms are fully furnished (with the exception of some Brottier Hall 

rooms) and are air-conditioned. 

 Students who live on campus can take advantage of free laundry! 

 



 
15 

Athletics 

Students at Duquesne can participate in a wide range of athletic opportunities.   

Varsity Athletics 

Duquesne is a member of the NCAA and participates in Division I competition.  

Students who are interested in varsity athletics should fill out the recruiting form on 

the Duquesne Athletics website. 

Duquesne fields varsity athletic teams in the following sports: 

Men – Basketball, Cross Country, Football, Soccer, Tennis, Track & Field 

Women – Basketball, Cross Country, Lacrosse, Soccer, Rowing, Swimming, Tennis, 

Track & Field, Volleyball 

Intramural Sports 

The Intramural program at Duquesne University provides formal recreational 

opportunities for all students, faculty, staff and administrators. 

The program offers an opportunity for interesting and rewarding competition in 

various divisions. It provides a variety of activities that the entire University 

community can participate in regardless of preference or athletic ability. 

Intramural sports include: basketball, dodgeball, kickball, racquetball, soccer, street 

hockey, tennis, volleyball, and wiffleball, amongst others. 

The Power Recreation Center 

The Power Recreation Center is Duquesne’s new 80,000 square foot multipurpose 

recreation facility.  The Center includes fitness equipment, basketball and volleyball 

courts, and an indoor track.   

The Power Center also offers various group fitness classes and personal training 

programs to students.  Classes include kickboxing, Zumba, spinning, Pilates, and 

yoga.  All classes are open to faculty, staff, and students of Duquesne and are FREE 

with no need to sign up! 
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Student Life 

The Student Life staff is dedicated to helping students stay healthy, get along with 

others, find good living arrangements, and prepare for the future.  The Department 

of Student Life offers many services to students, including: 

 Career Services Center 

 Counseling Center 

 Health Service 

 Multicultural Student Programming 

 Concerts, movies, and activities through the Duquesne Program Council 

 Volunteer opportunities in the city of Pittsburgh 

 Campus Ministry 

 Special interest clubs and organizations 

 Greek Life (25% of students are involved) 

 DUTV Student Television 

 WDSR Student Radio 

 The Duquesne Duke student newspaper 

 New Student Orientation 

 Freshman Development activities 

 Outdoor Recreation 

 Late night games and activities 

 Student Government and Class Councils 

 

Duquesne Union 

Dedicated in 1967, the six-story building was renovated in 2008. The Duquesne 

Union offers dining, student services, administrative office, and meeting rooms for 

events and entertainment for all members of the Duquesne community. 

The Duquesne Union houses meeting rooms, administrative offices, and various 

dining options, including Starbucks and the Student NiteSpot. 
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Study Abroad Opportunities 

Duquesne University offers various opportunities for students to study abroad and 

experience the world. 

Italian Campus 

Duquesne University students have the opportunity to study for one semester in 

Rome at Duquesne's Italian Campus Program. An impressive group of largely 

Rome-based faculty, as well as an occasional visiting professor from the home 

campus, teach regular Duquesne University courses at the site, so students can 

experience the richness of this environment while making normal progress toward 

their degree. 

The Duquesne campus is housed with the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth on 

a beautiful and safe property west of downtown Rome and just beyond Vatican City 

and St. Peter's.  Students in the program attend classes Monday – Thursday and 

have three-day weekends, which are used to explore Italy and Europe.   

Ireland Study Center 

Duquesne University has designated the National University of Ireland, Galway 

(NUI, Galway) as a Duquesne University International Study Center.  A study center 

is a study abroad site at a partner university in another country. 

At NUI Galway students will have the opportunity to travel and study together as an 

integrated group.  Students will choose from an extensive menu of pre-approved 

course and will learn and grow in a new culture with the support of fellow Duquesne 

students. 

Semester-long Programs 

In addition to the two options coordinated by Duquesne, students can take 

advantage of various other opportunities including travel to England, Latin America, 

Asia, Africa, and Australia. More information can be found at 

http://www.duq.edu/study-abroad/destinations/index.cfm.  

 

http://www.duq.edu/study-abroad/destinations/index.cfm
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Visiting Duquesne 

The Office of Undergraduate Admission offers many visit opportunities for 

prospective students and their parents and families. 

Normal Visit Requests include (but not limited to): 

Guided Campus Tours 

 Monday  through Friday at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. 

 Tours include stops at a freshman residence hall room, a classroom, the 

Power Center, and the Duquesne Union. 

 Last approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes 

Personal Appointment with an Admission Counselor 

 Monday - Friday at 9:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:15 p.m., and 2:15 

p.m. 

 During this 45 minute meeting, the counselor will provide a University 

overview, explain the admission process and academic scholarship 

opportunities, and will answer any questions that the student has. 

 A meeting with a counselor is recommended, but is not required for 

admission. 

Special Requests Include (but not limited to): 

Personal Appointment with a Representative from an Academic Department 

 Students can discuss courses, class sizes, internships, and degree requirements 

with a department representative 

 Are offered Monday - Friday (based on availability) 

 The Mylan School of Pharmacy requires that students have a minimum GPA 

of 3.5 and SAT of 1200 (Math & Critical Reading) and/or an ACT of 26 to 

schedule a personal appointment. 

 The Forensic Science department requires that students have a minimum 

GPA of 3.0 and SAT of 1100 (Math & Reading) and/or an ACT of 24 to 

schedule a personal appointment. 



 
19 

Visiting Duquesne (cont’d.) 

Attend a Class 

Sitting in on a class is a great way for a student to experience Duquesne. 

 Offered Monday – Friday (based on availability) 

Sessions Include: 

 A University Overview - An admissions representative explains the admissions 

process and academic scholarship opportunities. 

 Q&A Session - A brief question and answer period for parents and students. 

 A Guided Tour of Campus - Directed by our student assistants, the tour lasts 

about an hour and 15 minutes. 

Personal admissions interviews, class visits and meetings with academic 

representatives are not available on weekends and evenings. We invite students to 

join a group information session, which is geared towards high school juniors and 

seniors that have not applied to the University. 

Additional Visit Opportunities 

 Specific School Preview Days – Held throughout the spring – for accepted 

students only 

 Fall Open House – September 18, 2011 – for high school juniors and seniors 

 Duquesne Fest (our summer Open House) – June 24, 2012 – for high school 

juniors and seniors 

  

To Schedule a Visit 

Call 1-800-456-0590 or 412-396-6222, or visit www.duq.edu/admissions. 

  

http://www.duq.edu/admissions

